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2 Ti, i iv. 75 8. 


7 7 fought a good fight, I have finiſhed 


my courſe, I have kept the faith. Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 


Judge, ſhall give me at that day: and not 
to me Ys but unto all them that love vis = 


| appearing. 


P on Ucn was the tripmphant language | 
of an apoſtle, at the cloſe of a tedious | 


and painful warfare with the powers of 


darkneſs ; juſt as he Was giving the laſt 
blow, laying the vanquiſhed enemy at his 


feet, and ſtretching out his hand to re- 


ceive the rewards of victory. The end 
crowns the work. To enter the liſts is 7, 


brave; to ſtand the ſhock of repeated onſets 


is braver ſtill; but it is the height of bra- 
very to dare the enemy, in the immediate | 


view of the laſt grand aſſault of all. Happy 
man, whoſe courage thus grew with his dan- 


Vers, who deemed himſelf a Conqueror when 
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„ bern 2 2 
others pronounced him conquered, and tri⸗ 


umphed over the king of terrors, when he 


yielded up his life into his hands! A more 


5 ttriking inſtance of the mighty power of re- 
ligion is perhaps hardly any where to be 
met with. Nor is it poſſible, I think; to 


hear the apoſtle, circumſtanced as he Was, 


expreſs himſelf in this manner, without feel- 
ing a perſuaſion that there is a truth in reli- 
gion, and that this great and d man was 
8 poſſeſſed of it. . 


It is generally agreed that this was Hs 


g laſt epiſtle, and that it was written, as the 
poſtſcript tells us, when he was brought be- 
fore Nero the ſecond time, that is, (as we 
may from ſeveral circumſtances reaſonably 
conjecture) when he was under ſentence of 


death. Indeed he ſays himſelf, in the words . 
immediately preceding the text, that he was | 
20w ready to be offered, and that the time of 


bis departure was at band: phraſes that very 


ſtrongly expreſs his apprehenſion of ſuffering 


a violent death, and that it was now very 


near approaching. He Was already poured 


out, as the word is, * alluding to the cuſtam 


of libations, in ſacrifices, and his departurg — 


Was at hand, or inſtant. 1 So that we view 


nir]? 15 ils 5 
him 


12 iZbe Crown. 2 3 


LT: 
him juſt. coming forth, as it were, to exe-. 


cution, with all the ſolemn d appendages of 
death immediately before his eyes. Awful 
moment! Men in common, and with very 
good reaſon, are greatly ſhocked at ſuch ap- 
pearances. Vet, here and there we meet 


with a perſon who, through a vehement 


| paſſion. for fame, or elſe by mere dint of 
fool- hardineſs, ſupports with ſome appear- 


ance of reſolution. But where is there an 


| inſtance of apy one behaving as the apoſtle 
did, with ſuch fortitude, and at the fame 


time with ſuch compoſure and joy, on any 


other principles than thoſe of true reli- 


gion? He does not deſpiſe death, and yet 


is not ſubdued by the dread of it. The ſo- 
lemnity of the great event ſtrikes his imagi- 
nation, but it does not deprive him of ſelf- 
poſſeſſion. In ſhort, what had paſt, and 
what was come, afford him ſuch quiet in 
the reflection, and ſuch joy in the Proſpect, 
that the terrors of the laſt enemy, though 
perceived, are utterly incapable of ſhaking 
his reſolution. And thus the noble decla- 


ration he had made to the Epheſians, when 


he took his final leave of them, he bravely 
reſumes even in the article of death. None 


of oye things move me, neither count I my 


3 life 


1 D he PER Chri pe 
life 4 unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh: my 


courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have 

received of the Lord Jeſus, to te oft fy the 826 8 
pel of the grace of Gt 
_* Now in the text, conſidered © as che dying 


words of the apoſtle, there are two A 
| which demand our attention : $47 oy 


1. The pleaſing reflection he makes on 
"mb paſt temper and conduct; 3 and, 


II. The full aſſurance he expreſſes of the 


rewards of heaven, . 


Each of theſe I ſhall explain al no: 


and then mg ſome N phage cal of the 
ww.” 5 


I. As to the apoſtle's 8 . temper: and 
cdu there are three particulars he re- 
collects with pleaſure — that he had fought 
a good fight ; — that he had finiſhed his courſe ; 
and — that he had feht the faith, And, in 
regard of each of theſe particulars, we are 
to conſider him both in a private and public 
- a as A Chriſtian, and a Miniſter. 


1 He had fought a good fight. 
; The phraſe i 18 manifeſtly agoniſtical, and al- 


* KA . ot gu 
"op ludes 


receiving the Crown. 5 F 


Judes ta the games that were practiſed among 
the Greeks and Romans. And as it is ge- 
neral, and ſignifies any: kind of ſtrife or con- 
tention, it may refer indifferently to either 
of thoſe exerciſes, wherein they diſputed for 
the crown or reward. It will be proper 
however to confine our view here to the idea 
of a fight or combat. So the ſame apoſtle 
tells the Corinthians, that he Arove for the 
maſtery, and that be fought not as one tat 
beateth ens 
Now the Chriſtian life! is often, and with 
great truth, compared i in Scripture to a war- 
fare. And the enemies which the apoſtle had 
in his private capacity to contend with, were 
ſuch as are common to all good men. No 
ſooner do we become the diſciples of Chriſt, 
but we enter the liſts with ſin, Satan and the 
world, very numerous, powerful and ſubtle ad- 
verſaries. We wage war with the appetites, 
paſſions and corruptions of human nature, with 
fleſh and blood, with principalities and pow- 
ers, with ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places 
S enemies who would fain enſlave our im- 
mortal minds, overpower the dictates of rea- 
ſon and conſcience, carry us away into cap- 
tivity to fin, and fo plunge us in temporal and 
Berle chars Cor, | ix. 25, 20, 


ever- 


6 The viforious Chri Jian 


everlaſting ſhame and miſery. Time would' 
fail me were I to attempt a deſcription of 
the continual conflict in the breaſt of 4 
Chriſtian, between grace and corruption, ſin 
and ſenſe, his love of God and his propen- 
ſity to folly and vanity : were I to repreſent 
to you the powerful aids which the evil paſ- 
fions of the heart receive from Satan, the 


Fg — 


S8 od of this world, who is ever watching his 


opportunity to ſeduce us into ſin; and from 
ſenſible objects with which we are ſurrounded 
on every ſide, and which have a mighty in- 
fluence to draw us into unwarrantable and 
| dangerous compliances. Time would fail 
me were I to remind you of all the ſecret 
gins and ſnares laid for the ruin of the Chriſ- 
tian, which are not to be detected and coun- 
teracted Hm the utmoſt vigilance - and 
ſagacity; and of all the open attacks made 
on his integrity, purity and piety, which 
are not to be reſiſted without great reſolu- 
tion, firmneſs and obſtinacy : were I to re- 
count the many bitter menaces of his deſpe- 
rate adverſaries, the ſudden and violent af= 
ſaults they ſometimes make upon him, the 
deep wounds he receives from their ſharp and 
poiſonous arrows, and the numerous diſcou- 
ragements, fears and ſorrows he endures.— 
Such 


. receiving. the Crown, 7 


Such then. i is the fight in which the Chriſ- 
tian is engaged, a ſharp and bloody, a long 
and tedious fight — a fight that is not to 
be diſpenſed with, but at the peril of the 
life, the liberty and the happineſs of the im- 
| mortal ſoul — nay, a fight that will not ad- 
mit of a parly, but ſhould: be maintained 
inceſſantly, from the very moment a man 
commences a Chriſtian, to t the very inſtant 
he paſſes into heaven as a conqueror. This 
fight then the apoſtle fought, entered upon 
it with great vigor and earneſtneſs, main- 
tained. it with ſen qu ardor and reſolu- 


4 1 — o * 


blow | es 8 
But there were ere; Fenn 
he had to contend with in the character of a 
miniſter and an apoſtle, to which we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe he had his eye in this 
| expreſſion. Every Chriſtian is indeed re- 
quired, not only to look well to himſelf, to 
his own perſonal intereſts; but to defend the 
cauſe of truth and religion, againſt. the con- 
tempt and oppoſition : it meets with from. Þ - 
2 vain and wicked world. This he is to do, 
if not by public inſtruction and reaſoning, 
vet by his influence and example. But the 
e of Chriſt are : obliged | to ſtand in 


Sus. e. — 


= 237 2 Chrifiten 


the front of the battle, to meet the enemy 
in the gate, and to receive the firſt and prin- 
ipal ſhock. The moſt public and dan-—- 
gerous poſt is aſſigned. to them. So that 
they, of all others, are to conreud earneſtly for 
the faith once delivered to the ſaints ; and, un- 
influenced by the frowns or flatteries of the 
World, 70 endure hardneſs as g Soldiers of 
_ Chrift. And how the apoſtle fought this 


fight, amidſt peculiar circumſtances of ſelf- 


denial, temptation and perſecution, 1 need 
not tell you. It was indeed, as to him, 1 
bloody fight. Almoſt every kind of oppoſi- ES 
tion he met with that can be imagined. : 
From the time of his converſion to his mar- 5 
tyrdom he was in one continual conflict. 1 : 


know not, ſays he to the Epheſians, the 


things that ſhall befall me at Jeruſalem ; fave 
that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth' in every city, 
ſaying, that bonds and auctions abide me 


And this ficht he maintained to the laſt, 


with unwearied labor and invincikle refolu- £ 
tion, ſurrounded on every fide with the 
moſt powerful enemies, Jews, 'Greeks. and 


Romans, men of every character, rank ant 
circumſtance of life, ſupported by the evil 
Paſſions, prejudices and cuſtoms of - ho 


15 


: Ads xx. 22, 23. | | 


tectiving the Cron. 8 9 


awodd, by the civil magiſtrate in many 


places? and by the powers of darkneſs. Ne- 
vertheleſs he was not intimidated. He did 


not yield for a moment. He prevailed, — 


But, before I diſmiſs this head, a little no- 
„ muſt be taken of the epithet! he gives to 
this fight or contention, in which he and 
his Chriſtian brethren were engaged, He 


calls it a good code And it is ſo « on wy 
accounts. : 


It is a good cauſe in which} as TY dit 


Ac of Chriſt, we are engaged. The 


cauſe of God and truth, of virtue and ho- 


Iineſs, of liberty and religion. A cauſe in 
which the honor of Heaven, the welfare of 
mankind, and our own trueſt intereſt, are 


immediately concerned. It is not a con- 


| tention for worldly wealth, dignity and do- 
minion, for the applauſe of men, or the 
uncertain and unſatisfying emoluments of 
the preſent life; but a diſpute about mat- 


ters of infinite moment matters which 


have an immediate reference to our well- 


being here and hereafter — a diſpute he- 


ther God or Satan ſhall have the empire ef 
this world, whether truth or error ſhall pre- 


vail among mankind, and whether grace or 


fin ſhall bear ſway in our hearts. * 
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| 40 The vitforious, Chriſtian 


this therefore mult be a good fight. 'Tis a 


cauſe truly noble, and, in reſpect. both of 


juſtice and importance, challenges all the 
diſputes in which the braveſt heroes, :whoſe 5 
actions Einen R recorded, I ever en- 


* 


Saged. 19115 "oct 
It is @ good n if we obſer at 3 


inſtance we reſolve upon it, and under whoſe 


banner it is we are enliſted. Chriſt is the 


great and good Prince, who hath on our be- 


half declared war with ſin and the powers 


of darkneſs, hath lifted up his ſtandard a- 
gainſt theſe mighty enemies, and invited us 
to join iſſue with him, in order to their 
total overthrow and diſperſion. He 1s, our 


General, and having himſelf fought his way 


through unſpeakable torments, ſufferings 
and death, hath ſecured the victory to his 
followers. And ſurely that muſt be a good 
 foht in which he has condeſcended to take 
a part, and the ſucceſs. of which by his me- 


diation he has put beyond a doubt, For the | 


Joy that was ſet before him, be endured. the 
croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame. He hath ſhewn. 
us the way, and by being made perfecl through 

_ ſufferings, is become the Captain of our ſal- 
vation. Look to him, therefore, Chriſtians, 


_ - the Prince and leader of. your faith ; fo will 


989898 
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you acknowledge the fight good, and inſtead Cn 
f being weary and faint In your minds, will — 
e es bold and refolurs *. N — 11 
It is good fight again, a as Chriſt hath = 
er every aid and ſupport needful for 
the maintenance and happy iſſue of it. Our 
enemies, it is confeſſed, are numerous and 
powerful; and we are of ourſelves unequal [| 
to the conflict. But we go. not naked, help- | 
leſs and unſupported. into the field. We are 
not left to our own prudence and fill, or 
our own natural ſtrength and fortitude. He 
the Lord of hoſts f is on our fide. Infinite wiſ- '1 
dom and experience mark the path 18 - --- 1 
which we are to advance, and lead us on to "= 
the attack; and almighty power and good= | 
neſs ſuſtain us in the fight. and Lo iand 


; 4 vietory in our fayor. He, the Captain of | | 
- our ſalvation, Teaches our bands 70 war, and I 
1 our fingers 70 fight 3 3 ptovides us with” every j 
, || necdful weapon, the ſhield of falth, the hel- R 
= met of falvation,' the“ breaſt-plate, | of” righte- 
* 5 ouſneſs, the girdle of truth, and the ſword 
1 of che Spirit; raiſes us up when wel are rea- 

1 dy to fall; pours divine frrength and' joy 

7 1 into dur Hearts when we. are: about to fajnt ; 3. 

Il and either reſtrains' the fury of the enemy, 

or Takes dds Brovely Tuperior to it. *It is a 
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12 The vw Chr; iftian 


confederate war, Heaven deigns to take 


a part in it: and the alliance on the ſide 
of the ſingere Chriſtian, is ſo ſtrong, that i it 


is impoſſible the e of boy, ſhould 


prevail, | 
BY he company ul: a which: we aſe» 
ciate makes the Habe good. All the men of 


God of every nation, kindred and tongue 
under heaven, are engaged in this War. 41 


as A» 


7 e indeed young ad unexperi- 
enced, yet. bold and reſolute ; and. others 
veterans, of long ſtanding, and who are ca- 
pable of animating us by their example and : 
ſucceſs. Thouſands have fought this fight; and 
tho' in themſelves helpleſs and many times 
diſpirited to a great degree, yet have come off 
more than conquerors. An innumerable. com- 
pany of confeſſors and martyrs are already 


got to heaven; and many, very many, have 


taken up the weapons they have done with, 


and are nobly ſtruggling 11 in the ſame .cauſe 
wherein they have prevailed. We are en. 


compaſſed. about with a great” < 2 4 L wit N 
nelſes Once more, 


It is @ good fight, in 1 of the 10 | 
* rewards appointed the conqueror. Of 
 thele, I ſhall have occaſion. fa peak more 


8. Heb. xii, Is 


«6. 


parti 
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eee hereafter, and therefore forbear 


to enlarge here. — Well might the apoſtle 
ten call it a god fight. . Such he judged it 
when he firſt engaged in it. Such he acknow- 
ledged it to be even when in the heat of 
battle. And'it is with peculiar pleaſure he 


| pronounces it ſuch, Juſt as he 1s ſtretching 


4 


out his hand to receive the crown. — J have 
ought a good fight. To proceed, 


SECONDLY, The ſame matter he de- 
Uiltes in other words, or in a figure of ſome- 
__ different import — T 9 fin pe "7 = 

Running was another" kind of Arife or 


contention uſed in the Græcian games; and 
to this the apoſtle alludes in ſeveral of. his 


epiſtles, as particularly where he ſays, Es 


ye not that they which run in a race, run all, 
but owe reperveth' the prize * ? Fo run that ye 
may obtain. The rules obſerved in this 


. exerciſe, and the manner in w! ich it was 


| conducted, we have not time to confider : 


all we can do is to attend to the general idea i 
dieſigned to be conveyed by the phraſe, 


Without regarding therefore the reference 


it has to a contention or diſpute with others, 


which ſhould reach the goal firſt ; we ſhall | 


1 Cor. i ix. 24. 


only | 


To T4 3 Tho! EE RE = Eh iam 


only view it as expreſſi ive of his having juſt 
fniſhed—his courſe of life; as a man; and 
L his courſe of duty and e as PR 
Chriſtian and an apoſtle. 2 0 


1. He had finiſhed bis rf was now. got 


10 5 the period. of his life. My race is run, 


«and I am going off the courſe.” I have 
* ſtayed the time appointed: me here, and 

* muſt now enter into another ſtate. My 
1 ( part I have ated, and 1 muſt now quit 
« the ſtage, and make Way for. thoſe. .that 
44 are to ſucceed me. But what Was there, 
5 you will ſay, extraordinary in all this? The 

term of every man's continuance here on 
earth i is fixed, and. beyond it no one can pals, 
Such an acknowledgment has. therefore no- 
thing peculiar in it. True. Yet. the com- 

| poſure, chearfulneſs and joy with which it 
is pronounced, adds: a, kind: of dignity. and 


7 glory to the expreſſion, which renders it 


juſtly deſerving: of admiration. With the 


utmoſt reluctance, if not anguiſh of mind, 
many are obliged to ſay they have, finiſhed = 
their courſe. They would be glad if there 
Were no end to it, or, however, if the: end 
Were a great way off. The thought. of 
paſſing, out of this life i into agother is 
iürkſome and painful to them. But pls 


 ofieceiving. the Crown, 5 1 =P 
different, was the temper, of the apoſtle He 


conſidered life as a; journey, and was glad 
he Was got to the end of it. Death had loſt 
its terrors, and he was not afraid to ſubmit 
to it. A future world was become familiar 
to him, and he felt no ſurprize at the near 
approach of it. Nor was his willingneſs to 
die wing merely to the extraordinary trou- 

bles he met with, which might be ſuppoſed 
to put him out of humor with the preſent 
life, and ſo reconcile him to part with it. 
- But it was the effect of a lively. ſenſe im- 


preſſed upon his heart, of the ſuperior joys - 


and pleaſures of a future ſtate. This made 


him nobly indifferent, to all the agrecable 


connections and enjoyments 6f this life, and 


to life itſelf. So, with a ſmile on his coun- 


tenance, he ſays, I have finiſhed my courſe. 
— But by this expreſſion | he ſeems chief 
to intend, | 

2. His having completed his pure = 
duty and ſuffering, as a Chriſtian and a mi- 
niſter. This is what the apoſtle means 
when he ſpeaks. in the Hebrews * „ of the 
race that is ſet before us; and, in the paſſage 
juſt now mentioned, of our rumning ſo that 
We may obtain. The life of a Chriſtian is 


q Chap. xii. To 


4 + 1 « - 
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. iter Chri Man 
an active life. It is a 
rater, and an àffront to the ſolemn pto- 


feſſion we have made; to ſit ſtill, and indos 


lently neglect all further improvements in 


Jure; we are to examine our ſelves whether ape 


are in the faith; to fear le eſt, a promiſe being | 


left us of entering into reſt, we ſhould ſeem” to 
come ſhort fit; to work out our own ſalvation 


_ with fear and trembling ; and not having yet 
attained, nor being already perfect, to preſs : 


towards the mark, for the prize of the high 


calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus We are to 
give the concerns of our ſouls the preference 


above any other concern, and to purſue their 
intereſts with greater attention and vigor than 


| thoſe of time and ſenſe. And if this be our 


object, we ſhall pay a ſerious regard to the 


duties of meditation, prayer, hearing the 


Word of God, and attending upon the poſi- 


tive inſtitutions of Chriſt. There is alſo a 
courſe of duty to be run, which hath reſpect 
to the glory of God, and the good of our 
fellow- creatures, as well as our own perſonal 
advantage. We are not to live unto our- 


n but unto Bim who died for us, and roſe 
again z and 7o cet not our own things, but 
xD Philip. lil, 12, 14. 2 Cor, v. 15. 


thoſe 


« diſyrats to cur cha 


the divine life. On the contraty, be ak 5 
give diligence to make our calling and election 
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theſe. whereby we may edify one another. 

Nor hath any Chriſtian reaſon to complain 

that he hath not wherewith to ſerve God, or 

promote the welfare of ſociety. For how- 
ever lender our abilities may be, greater 
good may accrue from a faithful application 
of them than we commonly imagine. By 
our prayers, example and influence, how- 
ever contracted our ſphere of action may be, 
we have it in our power doubtleſs to. ſerve 
our generation. Happy man who hath zeal 
and reſolution enough to contend with the 
many difficulties and diſcouragements, which 
ever lie in the way of doing good | — Now, 
to finiſh our courſe, whether in the character 
of private Chriſtians or miniſters, is to do 
the work our Maſter hath appointed us, 

humbly, chearfully and reſolutely, and * 
perſevere therein to the end. 

In ſuch manner the apoſtle could a at 
the cloſe of life, he had acquitted himſelf; 
ſenſible at the ſame time of the imperfection 

that had attended his beſt ſervices for the 
Intereſts of truth and religion, and of the 

| Kind and ſeaſonable aſſiſtance he had re- 
ceived from the almighty arm of divine 
grace. With what meekneſs, humility, pa- 
tience, chearfulneſs and conſtancy, he ran 


* 
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his race of duty, and finiſhed it at laſt, his 
| hiſtory ſufficiently declares. To that I muſt 
refer you, and forbear reciting the particu- 
lars of his .almoſt incomparable example. . 
Nor can I here enumerate the many grie- 
vous afflictions, temptations and ſorrows, on 


which he pleaſingly reflects, and in the near 


view of which, with an ecſtaſy of joy he 
thus triumphs: 7 have finiſhed my courſe— _ 


„% my courſe of ſuffering as well as duty. 


The pain, fatigue and labor I have felt 


„ whilſt running my race, and the ſhame, 


s abuſe and perſecution I have endured, is 
now juſt at an end. 
«© and I ſhall reach the goal, and ſeize the 


A few ſteps more, 


Which leads me to the 


4 Proms. 


"4 Tri particular, that ha had hept the 
Faith. F aith is ſometimes to be underſtood | 


ol the grace, and ſometimes. of the doctrine 
of faith. 


5 ſenſe, his beeping the teen is 


If we take it here in the former 


N of this v er temper + I 


His ner. He had e 257 hd and 
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the faith of the Son of God”. Nor was it 


indeed poſſible for him to have fought this 
good fight, and to have finiſhed this courſe 
of duty and ſuffering i in the manner he did, 


nabe been deſtitute: of faith, or had the 


exerciſes of it been weak and faint, and fre- 


quently ſuſpended or over- ruled by ſenſible 
things. As faith hath the main influence. 
in the ſpiritual life of a Chriſtian, and is the 


root from whence every virtue and grace 
2 ſprings, ſo that amazing degree of it to 
which the apoſtle attained, accounts, and 
can only account, for thoſe extraordinary ap- 
pearances in his temper and conduct. By 


his keeping the faith ſome alſo underſtand 15 


his faithfulneſs ; that, having at his conver- 
ſion and his baptiſm ſolemnly entered into 
covenant with God, and with great ſincerity 


and ſeriouſneſs devoted himſelf to the ſer- 


vice of Chriſt and his goſpel ; he had kept 


his engagements, and ſteadily maintained his 
profeſſion unto the end. And ſuch was his 


character. He had vowed, and he had not 


gone back. He had taken an oath of alle- 


giance to Chriſt his Prince and Leader, and 
no conſideration could prevail with him to 
violate that oath. 


-P Gal. ii. 20. 22 2 ee 
D 3 But 
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| But it is the docrrine of faith Which 1 
think the apoſtle chiefly, if not wholly, in- 
tends — he faith once delivered to the jaints_ 

. —the goſpel of the grace of God — the truth 
as it 7s in Jeſus : that doctrine which brings 
us the glad tidings of God's merciful deſign 
 of"reſtoring ſome of the ſinful race of men to 
his favor and likeneſs, through the obedi- 
ence and facrifice of his Son, and the influ- 
ence and operation of his Spirit ; and wherein. 


are given us ſuch amazing diſplays of wiſ- 3 


dom, juſtice, power and goodneſs. This 

doctrine, which he had not received of man, 
nor been taught by man, but by the revela- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt; this doctrine, which 
had been committed to him, as the ſervant, : 
the miniſter, and the ambaſſador of Chriſt, 

to be faithfully diſpenſed unto others; he hs 

| kept, not ſuffered it to be wreſted from him 

by the art or malice of falſe teachers, nor 


himſelf mutilated, corrupted or perverted 
nor on any account withheld it from others. 


So that his Keeping it may intend, | 
His having faithfully preached it. This 
he did wherever he came, and according as | 
the providence of God gave him opportu- 
nity, To all the SP he could appeal 


for the truth of it, as he did to the Ephe- 


ſians, 
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ſians, that he had kept back nothing that was 
profitable to them, but had ſhewed them and 
taught. them publicly, and from houſe to bouſe, 


teſtifying both to the Fews, and alſo to the 
Greeks, repentance foward God, and faith to- 


ward our Lord Jo Chr: fr. It n- - 


tend allo, 


His having e defended” it. This 
1 he did both againſt the public and avowed 
oppoſers of it, and againſt thoſe who ſecretly 
undermined and perverted it. He reaſoned 
both with Jews and Greeks, at Antioch and 
Athens, by word and epiſtle, at the hazard 
of all that was dear to him, and even of 
life itſelf, Nay, he was jealous of the leaſt 
encroachment on- the goſpel, and on that 
liberty with which Chriſt had made his 
| people free; withſlanding even Peter him- 
felf to the face when he was to be blamed, 
and not giving place by ſubjection to falſe bre- 
 thren, no not for an hour, that the truth of 


the goſpel might continue with the church *. 


And it may intend, once more, 


His ſealing the goſpel with his blood, 


mhich he had in effect already done, no con- 
ſideration whatever having been effectual to 
prevail on him to renounce his attachment 


to 
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to Chriſt and the truth. — Thus had be 
fought a good bt, Aniſb his courſe, and 


Lept the faith. And now we proceed to 
conſider, | % . wack ks 54 


— 


I. The fall es hd edprolſes of * 


rewards of heaven. Hencęforth there it 
Hid up for me a crown of righteouſtieſs, 


ich the Lord, the righteous Tudge, ſhalt 


give me ar that” day : and not to me only, but. 
mito all- them that love his' appearing. How 
animating theſe words,” and what divine 


tranſports muſt his ſou- have felt while his. 


8 pen wrote them! You! Will allow me, for 
a few moments,—to deſcant on the deforip- 
tion here given. us of the heavenly bleffed- 


neſs, in Which the apoſtle, together with the 


3 of the faithful diſeiples of Chriſt, was 
9 


iutereſted; ; and then — to touch upon the 


grounds of his aſſurance that he and me 


K woſt N bene it. 


* * 


vis As to the roward 80 had ; in i prof 


5 pect; it was @ crown a crown of righte- 2 


ouſnefe — a crown of righteouſneſs that was 
Bid up for him — a crown that ſhould be 


given him — given him by Chr ff the rigbte: 
ous Fudge — at that days immediately upon 
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his diſſolution, and more publicly at the 
great day of account — and a reward which, 
to his infinite joy, he ſhould ſhare with the 
reſt of his fellow- ſoldiers, even all who love 
the appearing of Chriſt. If it be inquired, 
1. What was the reward he expected ? 
It was 4 crown, a figure by which he de- 
| ſigned to convey an 7 0 of the perfection, 
happineſs and glory of the heavenly world. 
Various metaphors are uſed in Scripture to 
this purpoſe. We read of kingdoms, thrones 
and ſceptres; of an inheritance ncorruptible, | 
unde efiled, and that fadeth not away; of a_ 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of |} 
glory; of a city which bath foundations, whoſe & 
_ builder and mater. is God; of a A | 
which there are many mani fons ; and a pa- 
radiſe wherein there are trees bearing all 
- manner of precious fruits, and @ river of “ 
| pleaſure proceeding from the throne of God i 
and the Lamb. But here the apoſtle de- | 
. feribes the rewards of heaven by @ crown, = 1 
i. agreeably to the practice of the Greeks and | 
Romans in their games, to which he evi- 2 
dently alludes. To the man who prevailed, „ 
f whether at ſingle combat, running, wreſt- 
5 ling, or in any other of the exerciſes, a Crown. 


— 
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was adjudged, a leafy crown &, beſides ma- 
ny other honors. So, ſays he, having fought 
my fight, finiſhed my courſe, and kept the 
faith, a crown ſhall be given me. I ſhall 
be declared conqueror in preſence of angels 
and men, and be diſtinguiſhed with all the 
Honors and triumphs of victory. And a 


glorious crown that will be indeed which 


| ſhall grace the brow of the victorious Chriſ- 
tian; not a leafy, not a golden crown, not 
a crown compoſed of the moſt coſtly jewels | 
that the cabinets of princes can furniſh ; but | 
a diadem of celeſtial brightneſs and glory, 


and which fadeth not away. 
Here I might attempt Bene faint deſerip= 


tion of the dignity, power, wealth and happi- | 
neſs to which the Chriſtian ſhall be exalted- 

in the heavenly world, all which are ſignified 
by this crown that ſhall be given him. 1 


1 


might tell you of that ſtate of perfect free 


dom and uncontrouled ſovereignty to which 
the immortal mind ſhall be reſtored, in op- 
poſition to that ignominious and wretched 
ſtate of bondage to which, thro' the apoſtacy 


* The crown in the Olympic games, which were ſa- 
cred to Jupiter, was compoſed of wild- olive; in the Py- | 


thian, ſaered to Apollo, of laurel; in the Iſthmian, in- 


ſtituted in honor of Palæmon, of e and in the 
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of bunan nature; it. is at preſent feduced. 


I might tell you of the change that ſhall 


paſs on all the powers of the ſoul; by which 
it ſhall be refined; ennobled and enlarged; 
and ſo become capable of the moſt exalted 
exerciſes; and the pureſt and moſt ſatisfying 
pleaſures: I might tell you of the ſubſtan- 
tial and inereaſing joy it thall feel, ariſing from 
the immediate viſion and contemplation of 
God, from an uninterrupted ſenſe of his Fa- 
vor; from intimate communion with the 
bleſſed Jeſus in all his glory, and from the 
friendſhip and fociety of angels; .and the 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. But after 
all, it muſt it will be acknowledged, if the 
Scriptures are to be credited, that the moſt. 


animated deſcription of the joys of heaven 


falls infinitely ſhort of what thoſe joys and 
pleaſures really are. For eye hath not fern; 
nor tar heard, neither have entered into the 
veart of man, the things.which God hath pus 5 
er for them that love bim. 
2. The crown he had thus in proſpedty 8 
was 4 crown of righteouſneſs. By the moſt 
violent and iniquitous meaſures the princes 
of this world; many of them, acquire the. 
erowns they wear. And the authority Which 
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their crowns give them, they too often abuſe 
to the vileſt and moſt tyrannical purpoſes. 
So that the reſpe& to which the regal dig- 

nity intitles them, is the fruit rather of 


than of affectionate reverence 

and eſteem. But it is not ſuch crowns as 
_ theſe the ſaints poſſeſs in heaven. They are 
crowns of righteouſneſs. Crowns to which 
they become intitled, not only through the 
infinite benignity and goodneſs of him who 


laviſh dread, 


hath a right to beſtow them, but in a way 

perfectly conſiſtent with truth, juſtice and 
huolineſs. 

neſs unto eternal J ife, by Jeſus Chriſt our | 


Grace reigneth through righteouſ- 


Lord. And thus hath he declared His 


righteouſneſs, that he might be juſt, and the 
Juſtiſier of him who believeth in Feſus*, — In 
like manner, a perfection of purity and righte- 


| ouſneſs is one main ingredient of the felicity 


and glory of the heavenly. world. As the 
unrigbteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of | 
God,, and nothing that defileth ſhall enter in- 
tuo it; ſo all that peace, harmony. and love, 
which are the inſeparable concomitants of | 
truth and juſtice, ſhall ever prevail there. 


Jn that bliſsful world there is no fraud, diſ- 


6 Þ 3 V. 21. 
* Rey. xx. 27; 


= 1 Chap. i i, 26. | 


Fx Onr: vi. 9. 
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ſimulation or hypocriſy; no envy, malice 
or malevolence; no contention for power, 
wealth or dominion : but, on the contrary, 
righteouſneſs, peace and friendſhip main- 
tain an undiſturbed and perpetual ſovereignty 
en all thoſe happy regions. — Again, 
. This crown of righteouſneſs is /aid up 

for the ſaints. Which intimates both the 
| greatneſs of the heavenly glory, and the cer- 
tainty of their ſecure and peaceable enjoy- 
ment of it. Tis our moſt valuable treaſure 
that we uſually lay up with care, and in a 
place of the greateſt ſafety. And who ſhall 


is laid up for the faints in heaven? "Twas 
obtained for them at the expence of the pre- 
n cious blood of Chriſt ; a confideration which 
enhances the worth of it to a degree beyond 
y | the comprehenſion of angels. And who ſhall 
> doubt the ſecurity of it, ſince the ſame Jeſus 
of | hath actually taken poſſeſſion of it, on be- 
half of all his faithful followers ? So that, for 


n- 
e. its value, it infinitely exceeds what the live- 
Ly : 

of Wieſt imagination can frame an eſtimate of; 

„ and, for its ſecurity, is beyond a poſſibility 


of being alienated or deſtroyed. It is laid 


jup in heaven, and ſo. out. of reach of the 
_E2. ey. 


ſay what is the value of that treaſure which 
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envy, malice and p 
ky proceed, ney. 
ls This crown (hall. as gen che Cheil- 
tian. It will be the fruit of the free grace, 
and the unmeaſurable bounty of the bleſſed 
God. No one will dare claim it upon con- 
1 ſiderations of merit; that idea will Have na 
place in heaven. Nay, it is a circumſtance 
that will add brightneſs to the ctown itſelf, 
and greatly i increaſe the joy of him who wears 
it, that God of his free mercy thus beſtows | 
it upon him. O! with what gratitude will 
the Chriſtian receive it, acknowledging him- 
ſelf moſt unworthy, and God moſt liberal, 
condeſcending and god! The git of Go is MI. 

1 eternal li fe And as thus the free favor 0 
of God is the ſource- from whence proceeds 0 
all the happineſs of heaven, fo with pecu- | 
har pleaſure the apoſtle ens = crown as 
given N TY 

. By re Zend 157 righteous Mile 


Wer of holly ee To 


is the perſon he here intends —=Jeſus of Na- 

9 je who met him in his way to Damaſ- 
eus, converted him to the faith, and com- 

| miſſioned him to preach the goſpel to the 

| Gentiles — — His Maſter, Saviour and F riend, 
for whom he felt the moſt ardent and un- 


Rom. Va. 23. 


con- it 


* 
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conquerable love, whoſe intereſts he had 
faithfully and affectionately ſerved, and- in 
whoſe immediate preſence and company a- 
dbove he promiſed himſelf the higheſt ſatis- 
faction and joy. He is he Lord, the great 


Prince, to whom, as Mediator, all powe? is 


given in heaven and in earth"; who hath the 
government on his ſhoulder *, and a name 
written on his veflure and on bis thigh, King 
of kings, and Lord of lords*. And he is the 
Judge who preſides on this great occaſion, to 
determine who are conquerors, and to diſ- 
penſe the promiſed rewards to them. And 
a righteous judge he is, incapable of erring 


through 1gnorance or partiality. $0 that the 


decree he paſſes will be agreeable to the 
ſtricteſt truth, and the moſt perfect juſtice z 
hor will it fail of receiving the univerſal - 


plauſe of angels and men. 
To the victorious Chriſtian Hs, den 


will adjudge the crown, and Is hand ſhall 
place it on his head. And O! who can de- 
| ſcribe the ſweet mixture of majeſty and 
grace which will beam from his counte- 
namce, whilſt with ſoft and ſolemn accents 
his lips ſhall pronounce the joyful ſentence? 
„ He hath fought a good fight, he hath 


* Rev. xix. 16. 


„ finiſh- 


» Math. xxviii. 18, ” « ix. 6. 
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« Fniſhed his courſe, he hath kept the faith. 


— His be the rewards of victory. — Well 
«. done! good and faithful ſervant. Enter 
“ thou into the joy of thy Land. — The 
apoſtle realizes alſo, 
6. The time when this event mould male | 
place — that day. Immediately on his de- 
parture hence he knew he ſhould be happy. 
To which purpoſe he elſewhere ſignifies his 
firm perſuaſion, that having given up the 
ghoſt, he ſhould inſtantly be with Chrift, 
d ohich is far better than to continue here”. 
And conſidering the ſolemnity of death, and 
the prodigious conſequences that follow p- 
on it, the time when it happens well de- 
ſerves the emphatical deſcription of that day. 
But it is the day of judgment, I apprehend, : 
the apoſtle hath here chiefly in view: for 
this phraſe he moſt commonly uſes when 
ſpeaking in his epiſtles of that laſt great | 
tranſaction. And O! how will the ſtrange» 
neſs, variety and importance of the events 
of that day, diſtinguiſh it from every other 
day whatever ! On a ſudden the great arch- 
angel ſhall ſound his trumpet. The dead, 
trouſed by that tremendous voice, ſhall in- 
5 Sandy riſe into life. The _ even * 


H Phill, 1. 23. 
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who the other day expired on mount Cal- 
vary, ſhall appear in the clouds of heaven, 

with a countenance more radiant than the 
| ſun, and attended by myriads of flaming 
ſpirits. Before his tribunal every indivi- 
dual of the human race ſhall be ſummoned. 
Their characters ſhall be impartially tried, 
and their ſtate irrevocably fixed. The ſen- 
tence ſhall immediately be executed. Hea- 
ven and earth ſhall paſs away. And ſo ſhall - 
the ſcene be finally cloſed. Now on this 
day, and in the preſence of this vaſt aſſem- 
bly, the apoſtle aſſures himſelf he ſhould 
receive the crown. — To all which he adds 
Z the pleaſing conſideration, 
7. And laſtly, That others ſhould boi par- 
takers with him of this glory. — The 
crown he will give not to me only, but unto 
4 all them alſo that love his appearing.” My 
time will not allow me to enter particularly 
into the ſpirit of this expreſſive character: or 
I might tell you of the Chriſtian's firm belief 
of the ſecond appearance of Chriſt ; of his 
thoughtfulneſs about it ; of his anxious con- 
cern to be in readineſs for it; and of the 
joyful hope, with which he ſometimes en- 
tertains himſelf, of his own intereſt -in the 
* and friendſhip. of that * and glo- 
Ot 2. rious 
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rious perſon. He hath. not indeed as yet 
ſeen him with the natural eye; but, believing 
in him, his 'breaft hath often glowed with 
a warm and affectionate love to him. And 
while faith hath ſometimes preſented this 
moſt amiable of all objects to the view of 
his mind, he hath rejoiced more than they 
whoſe corn and wine and oil are increaſed. 


2. in this happy frame, hearing the bleſ- 7 
| ted Jeſus ſay in his word, Behold J come Þ 
quickly with what ardent deſire, with what 3 h 
longing expectation does he reply, Even fo is 


come Lord Feſus ?* To perſons of this cha- 
racter, whatever may have been their rank 
and condition in the preſent life, and in 
whatever age or country they may have 
lived, the Lord the righteous judge will 
give a crown as glory. Their crowns may 
not indeed, all of them, be equally reſplen- 
dent: a prophet's and an apoſtle's reward 
will probably exceed that of an ordinary 
Chriſtian, Vet they ſhall all be perfectlß 
happy, all poſſeſs a fulneſs of joy. And this 
circumſtance, 'I mean the felicity of other 
Chriſtians, added not a little, ſuch was the 
benevolence of his heart! to the ſatisfaction 
and ""_— the apoſtle felt on this occa- 
59 MM Rer. xxii. 20. 
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on. „ Not I only, but others, many 
4 ele thouſands of thouſands whom no 
4 man can number, ſhall ſhare with me in 
* all the rich fruits of divine benignity and 
love, and in all the ineſtimable bleffings 


one « purchaſed by the precious blood of Chriſt.” 


Thus have we diſtantly ſurveyed the tranſ- 
porting proſpect the apoſtle had immediately 
before his eyes, at the eve of life, and when 
he. was juſt finiſhing his warfare, . | Which 


leads me to conſider, 


grebnnt r, The grounds of his! hopel. 
 Heexpreſles himſelf, you ſee, with the firmeſt 
aſſurance of a future ſtate ; and of his own. 
title. to the happineſs of it. He does not 
fay, e There may probably, but there moſt 
8 certainly 7 is a crown of glory laid up for 
* me in heaven.“ With the like confidence 
he had before aſſured Timothy * „ that he 
| knew "whom be had believed, and was per- 
faded that be. war able to keep that which he 
had committed unto him againſt” that day 
Words evidently ſpoken with great coolneſs 
_ and/dtliberation. © And however the text is 
the” Language of extaſy and triumph, it is 
| clearly diſtinguiſhable from that of 1 


a Chap. i. 12. 


— 75 . fiaſn 
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fſlaſm and madneſs. For though the infinite 
ſplendor of thoſe great objects, which preſ— 
ſed ſo cloſe on the eye of faith, might well! 
diffuſe a rapturous joy through his ſoul; 
yet that joy did not deprive him of ſelf - 
poſſeſſion, nor render him incapable of re- 
flecting on the ſure and rational evidence 
upon which his hope was built. He had 
been a reſolute oppoſer of the goſpel, and a 
bitter perſecutor of thoſe who profeſſed . 
At the inſtant he was carrying one of bis 
moſt bloody ſchemes into execution, that 
Jeſus whom he perſecuted had appeared to — 
him, expoſtulated with him upon his im- 
potent rage, and by a divine energy renewed. 
and changed his heart. Theſe facts he had 
invariably and conſtantly affirmed, giving 1 the 
fulleſt proof by his clear and nervous rea- 
ſonings, that he was not himſelf impoſed. 
upon; and, by his holy and ſelf-denying 
manner of life, that he had no deſign to im- 
poſe on. others. And, more than this, in 
the immediate view of death, we ſee him D 
triumphantly realizing. the joys of heaven, 
as inſured to him by the mediation of that | 
Jeſus whom he had once thus cruelly perſe- 
cuted but afterwards ſo Wb lored 
15 — ſerved. 


8 


* 


And 
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And now what ſober man, who reflects a 
moment on theſe things, on the chien 
and life of the apoſtle, and his heroic be- 
vaviour in the proſpect of death, can wiſh. 
for more ſatisfactory proof than what reſults 
from hence in favor of Chriſtianity? Nay, 
I will add, that man muſt not only be 
ſtupidly incredulous, but criminally averſe 
to the pure and benevolent ſpirit of the go- 
ſpel, who does not feel the force of ſuch 


evidence. It ic true then, that Jeſus roſe 


from the dead, that He aſcended up into 
heaven, that He will quickly come again to 
judge the world, and that He will then 
publicly diſpenſe crowns of glory to all thoſe 
who obey his goſpel. To the prophecies 
of the Old amen, to the miracles of 
our Saviour and his apoſtles, to the nature 
and tendency of the Chriſtian doctrine, to 

the hiſtory of its riſe and progreſs in the 
world, nay, to the conſciences and feelings 
both of good and bad men, who, having read 
the Bible, muſt have beheld their own cha- 
raters clearly delineated there; to theſe au- 
thorities, to each of them, to all of them, 
1 may appeal for the truth of theſe things. 
Thus have we conſidered, as was pro- 
poſed, the — reflection which the apo- 
, WR {tle 
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ſtle makes, at the cloſe of life, on his paſt 
temper and conduct; and the tranſporting 


view he takes of the reward he was about 
to receive at the hands of Jeſus Chriſt, It 


remains that we make tome improvement 


of what hath been ſaid. 


1. From the account the apoſtle here gives 


of himſelf we may naturally infer, that it is 
no eaſy matter to be a Chriſtian. Very 


flight notions, I fear, too many entertain of 


this ſacred character. But, if the Scrip- 
tures are true, whatever encouragements the 
goſpel affords us under a ſenſe of ſin, we 
may depend upon it the gate is ftrait, and 
the way narrow that leadeth unto life, and 
| few there be wha find it *, We muſt rouſe 
_ ourſelves from a ſupine and indolent ſtate, 
put on the whole armour of God, enter the 

liſts with the powers of darkneſs, and be 
content to endure hardneſs as good ſoldiers 


of Chriſt. We muſt lay aſide every weight, 
and the fin that doth caſily beſet us; and, 
girding up the loins of our mind, run with 


| patience the race of duty and ſuffering which 
Providence hath ſet before us. In fine, hav- 


ing received the goſpel into our hearts by 


faith, we muſt keep the precious treaſure 


inviolate, and reſolve in the ſtrength of God 
v Mat, vii 14. N 
f 


\ 


receiving the Crown, 35 
not to part with it, even at the pee of 
cour lives. f 
2. It is clear from the 1 example, | 
that the Chriſtian, as he advances towards 
heaven, may be allowed to look back with _ 
pleaſure upon his paſt temper and conduct, 


ſo far as they have been upright and com- 


mendable. No man took more pains than 
he to diſcountenance all appearances of ſelf, 
confidence and vain-glory in matters of reli. 
gion. The moſt diſtant idea of our merit- 
ing the favor of God, to which however 

human nature is very prone, he abhorred, 
Vet, ſenſible of the importance of perſonal 


character, and of the utility of ſelf- xuow- 


ledge, he every where preſſes us with great 
earneſtneſs, to examine ourſelves whether we 
are in the faith*; and to prove our own work, 


aſſuring us that ſo we ſhall have rejoicing in 


 gurſelves, and not in another. And however 
wee are to direct our eye to Jeſus Chriſt alone 
for our juſtification and acceptance with God, 
and gratefully to remember and acknow- 
ledge, that it is by his grace we are what 
| we arez yet a recollection of paſt experiences 


of the love of God, and of our ſteady at- 
tachment to Him amidſt ſurrounding tempta- 


2 Cor. xi. $4 y vi. 4. 


tions, will have a happy effect, with his bleſſ- 


ing, 


D 
38 
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ing, to ſoothe our troubled breaſts in ſeaſons 
of perplexity and ſorrow. In like manner, 
3. The apoſtle's behaviour on this occa- 
fion teaches us, that it is by no means un- 
worthy. of a Chriſtian, or inconſiſtent with 
| Ingenuous and evangelical obedience, to be | 
influenced by the hope of future rewards. 
A deſire of happineſs is interwoven with our 
conſtitution. And our Saviour is ſo far from | 
 feparating what God hath thus joined toge- 
ther, that He hath in the moſt gracious and 
condeſcending. manner taught us, that our 
duty is our intereſt, and that what He re- 
| quires of us tends to our preſent. comfort 
and our future and everlaſting welfare. La- 
bour therefore, Chriſtians, to impreſs your | 
minds with this unqueſtionable truth, that 


you ſerve not a hard and ſevere, but a 


mild and gentle Maſter; and that, what- 
ever difficulties may attend your profeſſion, 
through the corruption of human nature and 
the unavoidable connections of the preſent 
life, the ways of wiſdom are nevertheleſs ways 
of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace. 
Set the crown of glory before your eyes 


which you are ſhortly to wear, and that 


will make you nobly ſuperior to all the re- 
2 you feel at the idea IE 0” Drag the 


C * Prov, | ili. 17. 
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in ſet down: at the right hand of the ebrone 
of- God. Net Again. | 
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friends poſſeſs. in the heavenly world, recon- 
cile us to the loſs we ſuſtain by their diſſolu- 
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the concern and ſorrow we feel. And it is 


Lazarus. But while faith brings diſtant ob- 


- Jects near to the eye, and realizes, the exalted 
2 honors and raviſhing pleaſures our dear friends 


and relatives enjoy in that other ſtate, undue 


conſideration of this: ſort to afford pleaſure 


whom, I doubt not, there are many ſincere 


mourners in this place, hath engbt a good : 
Abt., hath finiſbed bis courſe, and kept the 


* and is now en of a crown of glory 
Lis Del xt. 2. 


which 


39 
croſs. And, above all, be perſuaded 6 look 
unto Feſus, the author and fniſber f your 

faith, who, for the j joy that was ſet before him, 


endured the croſs, deſpifing the ſbame, and 


4. How ſhould a 9 of the vlis 
and glory, which our deceaſed Chriſtian 


tion! When thoſe whom we have loved, 4 
and: whoſe characters we revere, are removed 
hence by death, we cannot avoid -exprefſing 


= ft we ſhould. / Chriſt wept: at the grave of | 


paſſion. will ſubſide and a calm enſue. And ; 


it is our unſpeakable happineſs, that on this 
occaſion, mournful as it is, we have every 


to our minds. The venerable deceaſed, for 


© 


wobicd fadeth not away. Great reſpect is due 


neſs to deſcend from pious anceſtors. He 
was born at Kettering in the county of 
Northampton, November 23, 1697. His thirſt 
for knowledge even in early life was fo great, 
and his improvements ſo conſiderable, that 
at the age of ten years, as J am informed, 
he was able to read his Greek Teſtament. 
A neighbouring gentleman, accidentally com- 
ing to the knowledge of this, would have 
perſuaded his parents to ſend him, at the 
proper time, to one of the Unlverfities. 


or their religicus principles or views, he 
continued with then: and by his own in- 
duſtry, with but little aſſiſtance from others, \ 
be quickly made very conſiderable progreſs ac 
in his ſtudies. On November 1ſt, 1716, wi 
he was baptized upon a profeſſion of his faith, | 
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to his memory; and happy ſhall I account WW 
myſelf, if, while I am attempting to do Juſt» MY | 
ice to it, the grand end. of this difcourſe | 
- may be anſwered, I mean, the improvement t 
of this ſad providence to _ 3 8 Polt N 
e 1 N t 


Dr. Jobn Gill had the honot and 55 


But, as this propoſal did not fall in with hie : 


and admitted a member of the church at Ret- 
Ls s „ tering ö 
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: tering. under the paſtoral care of the Rev, 


Me. Wallis. He was ſoon called to the 


= work of the miniſtry, of the great import- 
= ance of which he was deeply ſenſible, In 


the year 1719, upon the death of the Rev. 


Mr. Stinton, he was invited to preach to 


this church, and early in the following year 


was ordained your paſtor, In which office 


he continued among you the remainder of 


: his life, that i is, upwards of . fifty-one years, 


enjoying the rare felicity of bein g ſcarce ever 


interrupted in his work by bodily diſorder. 
His natural and acquired abilities were 


very conſiderable. He had a clear under-⸗ 


ſtanding, a a ſound. judgment, and an un- 


commonly retentive memory. In point of 
application and induſtry he had ſcarce his 


equal: ſo that he commanded a large com= 


paſs. of knowledge, and enjoyed a diſtin- 
guiſhed reputation for ſubſtantial and uſeful 


learning. With the oriental languages, Jew- 
iſh antiquities, and the writings of the rab- 


bies he Was familiarly acquainted. And how - 


well he was verſed in the knowledge of the 


in the 8 drew the attention of the 


«4 S< 
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ſacred Scriptures none who. are converſant 
with his works can be ignorant. His merit 
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= : he knew how alfo with becoming meekne 
do endure and forgive it. His warmth might 
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eured for him, in the year 1748, a diploma, 


ereating him Doctor in Divinity. But, as he 


deemed it his greateſt honor to be ſerviceable 
to the intereſts of religion, fo this was the 


grand object to which he directed all his 
literary improvements. And if -by theſe 


purſuits he was neceſſ: larily precluded from 


many ſocial offices, to which he might 
otherwiſe have attended; yet that defect was 
more than compenſated by the inceſſant and 
painful labors of the clofet, to Which for . 
the good of others he chearfully devoted 
himſelf. Labors ſo prodigious, that it will, 
X perhaps, ſeem incredible to poſterity, that 


one man ſhould have been the author of ſo 


7. An 


7 any publications. i - 2514129401 


That he was a man of ſtrict 1 


I believe all will acknowledge. But though 
5 his ſteadineſs was ſuch, that, having come 
to a point with himſelf upon any opinion 
or fact, he was ſcarce ever to be moved 
2 fon it; yet; convinced of | his miſtake, he 
Was ready to acknowledge it. And though 


he knew how with fpirit to reſent an injury; 


indeed on ſome occaſions exceed; et he had 


prudence and reſolution to check it; and 


„ failed 
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ſome perſons. an 5 46a unfavorable to his 


character, in point of affability and chearful- 
neſs; yet he knew how to be obliging in his 
carriage to ſtrangers, and could be innocent- 
ly pleaſant with his friends: ſo that few left 
his houſe or his company, without ſome im- 
; Preſſions to his advantage in theſe reſpects. 


His religious principles, which were ſtrict- 


i Calviniſtical, he maintained with great 
warmth—a warmth that proceeded, I doubt 


not, from a firm perſuaſion of their truth 


and importance. Yet, amidſt all his zeal, 
which was accompanied with undifſembled 
piety as well as unſhaken integrity, he had 
a Charitable and affectionate regard for thoſe 
who held the grand leading principles of 
Chriſtianity, though they could not agree 
with him in his explan ats. 
To exalt and magnify the free grace of God 
in the redemption. and: ſalvation of finners, 
and to exclude all boaſting on our part, 
were the grand objects of his diſcourſes and 
writings. , But the unfavorable conſequences 


; _— which 


. 43 
failed not afterwards, like a good man as he 
was, to feel great pain on account of it. 

And however his inflexibility, his recluſe 
5 manner of life, and the ſmall ſhare he bore. 
in converſation, . might perhaps excite in 
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which too many were diſpoſed to draw from 
his reaſonings, he conſtantly denied, and 
warmly oppoſed-: maintaining the utility 
and importance of good works, and indeed 
their indiſpenſable neceſſity, as the fruit of 


the regenerating influence of the Holy Spirit, 
to the character of a real Chriſtian. And, 


as he was himſelf moſt exemplary in his 
converſation, ſo he heartily concurred in 
every meaſure to diſcountenance a licentious 
conduct, eſpecially in thoſe who made a 
| profeſſion of religion. What grief he felt 
when at any time Chrift was wounded in 


the houſe of his pretended friends, as welt 


as the joy he exprefled when tidings of a 
different kind were brought him, his family 
and thoſe WhO were intimately acquainted 
with him well remember, nor will the re- 


membrance thereof be Fea eraſed from their 


5 minds. 


In the charaficr of a Paſtor he acquitted 
Himſelf with great affection, fidelity and con- 
ſtancy. To the truth of this the tribute of 
real and cordial forrow which you, my 
friends, now offer to his memory, affords the 
beſt and moſt natural teſtimony. His cloſe 
attention to ſtudy did not indeed allow of his 
vidting you fo ws ad as you earneſtly 

wiſhed; 


8 


you, and of the edification and comfort of 


you, not the goſpel of Cod only, but alſo his 5 


And, I may add, ye are 707: neſſec, and G ? | 


_ diſcourſes he delivered, with more than ordi- 
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wiſhed: yet his place in the houſe of God he 

| conſtantly filled, as alſo in a weekly Lecture, 
which for near thirty years he preached, with 
the interruption, I think, but of three times. 
On a great variety of ſubjecis, he largely in- 
ſiſted with the views I before mentioned; and 
which, with the blefling of God, proved the | 
means of the converſion of not a few among [7 


many thers. As he was allnoed of God to — 
be put in truſt with the goſpel, even fo he - l} 
ſpake, not as pleaſing men, but God who trieth * 
the hearts. And being offectianately defirous | 
of you, he was willing to have imparted unto | 


own” foul, becauſe ye were dear unto him. 


alſo, bow holily, and Juſtiy, and unvlameably | 
be behaved himſelf amo g you as you know, 1 
alſo, how- he exhorted and comforted, anus 
charged every one of you, {as a father dith . 
his children) that ye would walk worthy of i 


God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and J | | 
glory. Nor ſhould J forget to remind you 1 
of what, as 1 underſtand, made a very deep 


impreſſion on ſome of you, I mean the 


27 life and energy, at the cloſe of his 
8 1 Theſi, ii, + 8, 10, 11, 12. 
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miniſtry ; and eſpecially his affcRiohate | 
addreſs to you, at the Lord's table, the laſt 
time he: adminiſtered that ſacred ordinance, 
when, as I am told, he was uncommonly | 
_ impreſſed with the great things of God; 
and with, the joyful and tranſporting m—_ 
ſpects of a better world. 
From that time, the n of April 9 
laſt, his health was very viſibly on the 


decline, and he was himſelf apprehenſive 


that his diſſolution Was nearly approach - 8 
= Some. notes found in his deſk.on the 
ſubject of preparation for death, and prefaced | 
with our Saviour's words, Be.ye alſo. ready, 
were written probably about this time. For 
though he was incapable through weakneſs 
of appearing in public, he was employed in 
his ſtudy, more or leſs, to the very laſt, or at 
leaſt till within two or three weeks before his 
death. During his illneſs, amidſt all the 
pain and weakneſs that attended him, he was 
never heard to make the leaſt complaint, but 
| ſubmitted. with the greateſt patience and 
reſignation to the will of God; ſenſible alſo 
ef the filial piety and affection of his family, 
whom he ever tenderly loved. Nor was he 


only patient and reſigned, but ſerene and 


chearful. To a Miniſter, who, viſited him, 
upon 
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= upon being aſked hö it was with kinks 
he readily declared, © My dependance is 
« on the blood and righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
e Chriſt alone, not on any labors of mine. 
1 conſider the Father, Son, and Holy 
* Spirit, as equally concerned in my ſalva- 
« tion. Nor have I any doubt of my intereſt 
in- the everlaſting covenant : this, added 
he, is the foundation of my hope.” In 
much the ſame terms he expreſſed himſelf to 
another dear and intimate friend, mingling 
many tears with his tender and affectionate 
diſcourſe. I have nothing to make me 
uncaſy,” Lald he to another. And more 
than once, I think, repeated hs following 
man out of Dr. Watts 8 Hymns; Fe 


3 


La) 


6 


"He rais'd me from the deeps of fin, 
Ih be gates of gaping hell; 
1 fix d my ſtanding more ſecure 
Than 'twas before I fell. fe 5 


Nor does it appear that Bir Böpes d and 
comforts were at all fuſpended or interrupted. 


Some of the laſt words, I am told, he fpake, 
were, putting his hands together, G my 


« Father, my F ather?” Thus ſinking under 


the gradual decays of nature, he gently fell 


* Hymn 82, 20 book, 
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aſleep in Jeſus, the 14th! instant. | in the 74th 
year of his age. 1 
Bauch was the happy 400 3 exit of | 
this great and good man, who having fought 
a good fight, finiſhed his courſe, and kept 
the faith, is now poſſeſſed of a crown of 
righteouſneſs. that fadeth not away. — It 
remains that I addreſs myſelf in a few words 


to. this audience in general, and to you my 


friends of this church, and the ſorrowful 


n of the deceaſed in particular. 


Death is the common lot of all and 
It is the awful and juſt conſequence of ſin: 
and is to every individual the gate either to 
endleſs happineſs or miſery. Wherever it 
happens therefore, there is a loud call to all 
concerned to conſider their ways, to examine 
their hearts, and to inquire what ground | 
they have to hope they ſhall eſcape the | 
tremendous conſequences of it to the im- 
penitent and unbelieving. But there i is ſome- 
thing peculiarly awakening in ſuch pro- 
vidences as theſe, I mean. the deceaſe of ſo 
e excellent and venerable a perſon as him, u pon 
| Whoſe character and death I have been now 


addreſſing you. Surely, Sirs, there is 2 
reality in religian; ; and thoſe, great truths, 
which 


1 ) 


\ Ficeliing: the” Crow 49 
which) the Seriptures: reveal, which: are the 
ſources of comfort and holineſs: to Chriſtians 
in their way through life, and afford the 
only effectual ſupport to their hearts in the 
hour of death; theſe grand truths, I ſay, do 
deſerve our moſt ſerious attention. How 
ſtands it then with us? Are we ſenſible of 
our guilt, impotence, and miſery? Do we 
cordially believe in the Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, 
y RF who alone can deliver us from the ſecond 
1 I death? And are our hearts by a divine 
- | influence formed into the love of God and 
l. true holineſs? Theſe are queſtions of the | 
: BE moſt! intereſting nature. Let me beſeech 1 
O Fp ou not to trifle with them. And O! may 
God, of his infinite mercy, by this event {6 
fix your attention to them, as that you alſo 
may be ready to meet the ſummons whenever 8 =. 
it ſhall come! | 
As to you my ie of this chaecky 1 am = 
. : 3 ſenſible your loſs is very great, you ſeel 7% 
you are deeply affected with it. But remem- 
ober, though your friend, your miniſter, your 
ſo father is taken from you, Je Chrift, the 9 
on great Shepherd and Biſbop of ſouls, is the fame |} 
OW MM yeſterday, to-day and for ever. Put your | 
2 truſt in 5 Offer your fervent and united # 
hs, WM prayers to him to repair this breach, by © 
ich — —„ ſending | 
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50 The vittorious Chriſtian 
ſending you a Paſtor after his own heart, who 
ſhall feed you with knowledge and under- 
ſtanding. Remember him "who had the rule 
over you, his: inſtructions! and counſels; his 
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example and prayers. Be united among 
yourſelves. Let fervent charity prevail in your 
breaſts towards each other. And, while you 
ſteadily adhere to Chriſt and his goſpel, let there 
be a noble emulation among you, which ſhall 
outvie the other in love and n 
And ſo may the peace of God dwell in your 
hearts by faith, and the . g of the 
* Spirit abound there! — | 


And now, to the ſorrowful 5 alle Qionate þ 


relatives of the venerable deceaſed what ſhall 


I fay? I ſympathize with you my friends in 4 
all the grief you feel on this ſad and tender : 
occaſion. You have loſt an affectionate and 


indulgent parent. And your loſs is the 
greater, as it hath been your diſtinguiſhed 


felicity, 1 in the courſe of providence, to ſpend 
your lives in ſo intimate a connection with 


him under the fame roof. But let not your 
ſorrow exceed. Be thankful to God that 
his life was fo long ſpared to you. Think 2 
of the bliſs and glory he now poſſeſſes in 
* heavenly world, And, while you often 


2 WO call! 


call to mind the excellent counſels he hath 


given you, and are walking i in the path he 
trod, comfort yourſelves with the joyful 


and tranſporting proſpect of meeting him 


again, ere long, in the realms of light and 


glory above. 


THE END. 
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AT THE 


INTERMENT. 


IN this vault are depoſited the remains of 
-an elder and venerable Brother; who, 


4 9 fulfilled a long courſe of labour in 


the ſervice of his God, is called up to the 


preſence of our Divine Maſter, where mor- 


tality is ſwallowed up of life. 
The grave we ſurround, is not of a com- 
mon perſon, or ordinary faint. — It is the 
receptacle of an earthen veſſel; alas! now 
broken! Late the habitation of a choſen 
ſpirit, charged with a treaſure from on high, 
in the wiſe and faithful diſpenſation of 
which, by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
many eyes were enlightened, many hearts, 
we walls, ſubdued to the ſceptre of Jeſus, 
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"miniſtry were affiſted, to the praiſe and glory 


of that grace, by which our departed friend 


was what he was: | 
On this ſolemn occaſion 1 might with 


freedom and decency expatiate on the ſupe- 


rior, natural, ſpiritual, and acquired talents 
of the deceaſed; the general firmneſs of his 
mind, his clear underſtanding, penetrating 
Judgment tenacious memory, great know- 
| ledge in the ſcriptures, and other writings 


ſubſervient to their explanation and i improve- 


ment. "Theſe, i in connexion with the bleſ- 
3 fing of God on his unwearied diligence? from 
- his youth, produced thoſe large and nume- 
Tous: publications, by which * He, being 
dead yet ſpeaketh, and will appear in 
future generations, as conſiderable an in- 
ſtanec of proficiency in His character, as can 
bo met wrirh-in an age. e een, 


It pleafed God, Who called bim 557 ö by 


his grace, ſo to enlarge his underſtanding i in | 
the "myliery of the Sosse, and inſpire him | 


with ſüch an ardent zeal för promoting t the 


| knowedfe! bf the trith,” that, being ſent 


Forth,: he approved himſelf” an able. miniſter 
of the New. Teſtamefi, at a time of life 


when 
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when the generality of thoſe who are par- 
takers in the ſame gift, if under a profeſſion 


of religion, are comparatively as babes: 


Thus furniſhed and animated our young dis 
2567 the Dans, when ia: ia bis I. 


ture, went out to fight the Lord's battles. == 
In the name of the Lord he did valiantly! 


The weapons of his warfare were not carnal, 


but mighty, through God, to the pulling fe 


down of ſtrong-holds} caſting down thoſe 
proud imaginations, or reaſonings of the 


Meſh, which exalteth itſelf againſt the ſove⸗ 5 


reignty of God in the ways of his grace, 


that he might bring into captivity every 


thought to the obedience of Chriſt; and 


with What ſucceſs; i in many inſtances, to the 


confuſion of the adverſary, and the oy: of 
the faithful, let Zion declare. -; ANNU 
Nor is it the leaſt part of his public oils 
. that howeyer he excelled in various 
reſpects, he never thought himſelf too great 


for the ſtation of an ordinary paſtor in a 
particular goſpel ſociety or church; he juſtly 
eſteemed it an honour to be inveſted with | 


the overſight- of A people gathered in the 
Lord, according to the dictates of the ſpirit 
in his werd; he aſpired no higher, in point 


bi ies! and though the fruit of his ſtudies 
50 1 b were, 
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were, by the ib nies to others, eren 
= in diſtant parts of the world, his perſonal 


| _ miniſtry from the pulpit, and otherwiſe, was 
1 regular and ſteady in the community over 
ll whom he preſided; there he ſtood, being 
1 rarely abſent, more than half a century, as 


flock, dearly beloved, as © the church of 


( 
i 
( 
a diligent and faithful ſhepherd feeding his 4 : | 
God, which he hath purchaſed with his f 


Ar rr 


« own blood. A ſacred regard to this di- 
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| vine inſtitution is of the greateſt importance; by 
1 without it the viſible kingdom of Jeſus can 1 
[| never long flouriſh or even exiſt i in any na- = 
[| | tion under heaven, for this is the manner f 
(il eſtabliſhed, in every place, by the inſpired - 
ik | farſt miniſters, whom the riſen Lord com- 8 


wiſſioned to teach his diſciples to obſerve |} *] 
all things whatſoever he had commanded | 
them; ſaying, © Lo I am with: Im. alway | 
« to the end of the world. 
The writings of our eminent author 
chiefly turned on the moſt intereſting points; 
he did not trifle away his gifts on matters 
of ſpeculation, or on ſubjects foreign to the . 
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deſign of his miflion : No, they were nobly IN 
exerted in the defence or repreſentation. of + 
Nl 


thoſe divine myſteries, of which every chriſ- 
tian miniſter is a ſteward : The falvation of 
55 „ ; _ God 
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God by his Son, the only begotten of the 


Father, through the agency of the Holy 


| Ghoſt, was the ſubſtance of his theme; he 
| ſhunned not to declare the whole counſel of 
God, in the choice of a people to glory, 
through ſanctification of the Spirit, and be- 
lief of the truth, but, being determined to 
know nothing fave Jeſus Chriſt and him cru- 
cified, dwelt much on the glory of his per- 
ſon, who is the expreſs image of the F ather, 
the nature and importance of every office in 
his mediatorial character, his compleat a- 
tonement, everlaſting righteouſneſs, and all- 
7 ſufficient grace, the holy ends and bleſſed 
effects of his mercy to finners, and the ſa- 
cred ordinances and means for perſecting 
the ſaints in a life of faith : Theſe, and every 


other article relative to the goſpel, did this 
excellent perſon handle with fidelity and {kill, 
diffuſing his knowledge in the myſtery of 


Chriſt, to the ſatisfaction and advantage of 
many, now rejoicing on earth, or in heaven; 
: who will be his crown in the laſt and great 
day, and ſome, who never will ſee his face 


in the fleſh, are aſſiſted by his labours in 


the work of the Lord, to the edification of 
his PR 


1 2 | But, 
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But, alas! — What is man! — What is 


the prince of a man! Of a man to whom the 
: Lord hath given largeneſs of heart, or an 
exceeding | underſtanding ! — What thou: 2h 


he be inyeſted with all authority, and 8 


opportunity is afforded for his long extenſive 
uſefulneſs; though he advance as à tree 
planted 'by the waters, that ſpreadeth her 


roots. by the river ; yea, though year after 


year, and that for an age, his leaves are ever 
green, and in his ſeaſon he produces much 
fruit, and ſatiates many; yet, alas! he is 
the Son of Adam; he is taken from the 
ground; ſoon * his breath gocth forth, he 
_ ** retyraeth to his earth; in that very day 
„his thoughts periſh 1”. Lo, here an in- 
ſtance) — Behold: and lament! — He that 
ſpake with the enemy in the gate; whom 
the adverſary feared; a principal ſhepherd 


of the flock, 18 le and no more! He is 


| veiled in ſilence and darkneſs; his face is 


now covered for ever]! Alas! thoſe eyes once 


intent night and day, neither weary nor dim 
io the laſt, in perufing t the oracles of God, 
and other books ſubordinate to his work, are 
now cloſed in death! Thoſe lungs and lips 


ſo long exerted in blowing the joyful trum: 
pet oF the 8 ae ſealed ap and motion- 
leit 
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| lefs,” and the precious hand that guided the 


pen of a ready writer is periſhed in the duſt! 


Alas! his breathleſs corps we reſign to the 
Vet, bleſſed be God, in a 850d hope 


grave! 
of its part in the reſurrection of the juſt, 


when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, and 
reward his faithful ſervants with a crown of 
glory which fadeth not away! Then, we are 
perſwaded, our departed friend will appear 

among the wiſe, who have turned many to 
righteouſneſs, and ſhine a ſtar of the firſt 
magnitude in the kingdom of our Father; 
for he believed, and therefore ſpoke, and died 5 


in the faith of Jeſus whom he preached. In 


the near views of eternity he was ſo highly Ny 
favoured as to have not the leaſt ſhadow of a 
doubt concerning his ſecurity in the blood 
and righteouſneſs of the Son of God, on 
which he had placed all his dependance for 


juſtification from ſin, and acceptance with 


the Moſt High, though he had been ho- 


noured as an inſtrument of great ſervice to the 
church, which ſhall not loſe its reward; for 


we know that * bleſſed are the dead who 


thus die in the Lord; yea, ſaith the Spirit, 5 
** they reſt from their ee and their 7 


F works follow them.“ 


Thus 
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be 7 be Adare 2. 
Thus went abi man 1— And ſhall we not 
i Jeſus wept, may I fay, on a leſs 
ſorrowful occaſion: It does not appear that 
the deceaſe of Lazarus was a loſs to the 
public; be that as it may, his certainly is: 
What ſenſible perſon, who loves the truth, 
or ſeeks the proſperity of Jeruſalem, in 
| Whatever external habit, can fail of being a 
real mourner in his heart, when he ſees a 
firſt-rate miniſter cut down and numbered 
with the dead, and eſpecially when there is 
A manifeſt and ſad decay from the ſimplicity 
of the goſpel, and from vital religion; as a 
natural conſequence of which, alſo every kind 
| of wickedneſs, and a general diſſipation aw- 
[8 Fully prevails, and threatens the land! _ 
What uſe ſhall we make of this breach; 
| „ affecting diſpenſation of Providence! — 
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Permit ., 
My honoured Waben in :ithe like pub- 
lic character; let us mutually ſympathize: : 
Are we not ourſelves deprived by this ſtroke ? 
Who of us is not ready to ſay, or may not 
with decency cry in the language of Eliſha, 
when Elijah was caught up to heaven; 
„My Father, my Father; the chariot of | 0 
Iſrael and the horſemen thereof!“ — May 


a double portion of the Spirit of wiſdom in- 
creaſe 
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die, let us know our own frailty, and, while 


We exert our utmoſt in the ardent ſervice of 
dur ſacred function, beware leſt by any af- 
= feRation or miſtaken zeal we offer violence 


to theſe feeble frames and bring on an un- 


timely incapacity for uſefulneſs, yet perſe- 4 


vere with a becoming ferveney; fill watch- 


ing for ſouls, as thoſe who muſt ſhortly give 
| 5 account, that we alſo may finiſh our courſe 
: with joy, and the commiſſion we have re- 
” ceived to teſtify the goſpel of a gracious 
Doubtleſs many come to this place, with 
an heart full of ſorrow, to pay the laſt tri= 


bute, and bid a final adien to the dead body 


of this worthy perſon; once the admiring 
and attentive audience whete he ſatedly la- 


boured; let me ſpeak freely, in love to your 


* fouls; you do well in the midſt of your 
weeping, each for himſelf, to put home this 
queſtion: What improvement have I made 
by the rich means, many years enjoyed, under 
ſo able a preacher? Are any of you, after 


all, not deers of the word, but hearers only ? 
Deceive not yourſelves! — You have heard 
85 this 
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ereaſe our knowledge of Chriſt; and ſince 


we have a freſh mournful inſtance that our : 
fathers paſs away, and the prophets muſt 
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this great man; and, it may be valued Yours 
ſclves on the choice of his miniſtry: Be not 


_ offended. — The greater your- condemnation | 
if you die in unbelief. How often, Sir, did 


your late teacher urge the importance nd 


nec fi ity of repentance towards God, and 
faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;- and art thou 


ſtill in, a ſtate of rebellion, and without a 
real or, viſible ſubjection to the, Redeemer ? 
Take heed, leſt his extraordinary abilities, 


labour, and faithfulneſs, aggravate thy con- 


demnation in the laſt and great day, when 


all they ſhall, h Pug, obey not the go. 


fall 


a 4 + 


= — 5 e fach among you be 


claim him as your ſpiritual Father; your loſs 
is great, and many feel with you! — Come, 
behold where he. lies, whom you followed 
as an he-goat, : your guide] See him paſſed 


before you through the dark valley, and 
auer the ſwellings of Jordan, on the eternal 
| ſhore, of the heavenly. country} — Hear the 
It loudly. calls on you 


voice of his gravel. 
to remember him that had the rule over 
you, and all his life ſo faithfully ſpoke the 
werd of God to. you. - 


from 


But ye, my Chriſtian Neighbours e of that 


"ane he not ſay, 


TT 
o 


c lowers of me, even as I am of Chriſt ?” 


Tears, however becoming, are not all that 
is due to the memory of a man who brought 
a ſingular credit to the community over whom 
He preſided: let patient reſignation to the di- 


vine will, your order and the ſtedfaſtneſs of 


your faith in Chriſt, your unanimity and 
judgment in the choice of a ſucceſſor, your 
love to one another, and the whole of your 
ſpirit and conduct, hold forth the word of 
life, and manifeſt. that your late paſtor ran 
not in vain, nor laboured in vain: It is the 
practice of thoſe holy truths he diligently 
taught you that will honour hs character or 


vi ndicate your 0W7. 


As for you, my dear friends, the near 


relations of the deceaſed; it is a relief that 


| you ſhare with him in the bleſſings of grace: 
Let your conſolation under this trial be 
drawn from that covenant, which is ordered 
in all things and ſure: May the connexion 
with which you have been honoured in 
providence prove ſubſervient to your preſent 
and future advantage; the few remaining 
days of this tranſitory ſtate improve the 


talents you are endowed with, in promoting 


the ſame glorious cauſe of God and truth, 
XR in 


ar the Interinent, wy - 
from the mouth of this cave, Be ye fol- 
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in which your worthy parent was embarked, 
and of which he was ſo able a defender, that 


in the end you may enter the reſt, where his 


ſeparate ſpirit, uncloathed -of this body of 


fin and corruption, and free of all imper- 


fection and weakneſs, is ſolaced before the 
throne, and the Lamb, in fulneſs of joy. 
And now; What man in this large 


, aſſembly, however induced to join the 


ſpectators, can go unconcerned from this 


field of death, and the funeral ſolemnities of 
ſo extraordinary a perſon? Do I ſpeak to 
a thoughtleſs fellow- mortal in his ſins? | 
Oo end, 1 beſeech thee, take warning; 
if thou hear not that goſpel publiſhed by this : 


herald of life, and which continues to be 
_ proclaimed in thine ears by ſurviving 
preachers of the word ; if thou believe not 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thou muſt ſhortly 
go down to the duſt without hope! There i is 
no exchange for thy ſoul, unleſs thou par- 
take in the redemption of Jeſus, who having 
put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf is 
fat down at the right hand of the Father, 
and is able to fave them to the uttermoſt that 
come unto God by him. 


Finally, Beloved, let us comfort one ano- 


ther that the goſpel, ſo nobly teſtified by 
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our dear departed brother, is everlaſting. 
Miniſters die, yet the word of the Lord, and 
his ſtatutes which they report in his name 
remain alive and in power: In this living 
word of the eternal goſpel we ſee death diſ- 
armed of its ſting, and have a certain proſpect 
of a reſurrection unto an endleſs life, The 
haughty king of terrors may boaſt when the 
faints, and ſtill more when the prophets of 
the Lord fall under his dominion, for a 
ſeaſon, but we know that his triumph "Hy 
ſhort : True, there is no diſcharge in this 
war, but thanks be to God he hath given 
us the victory! The laſt enemy, however 
is inſatiable or 22 is doomed to an 
6e inevitable deſtruction, it is written; 
g : « O death I will be © 3 O grave 
ot il I will be thy deſtruction!” — Nor is there 
Iy g any delay of this bleſſed hope, for « He 
is which teſtifieth theſe things ſaith, ſurely, 
I come quickly.” O that every foul attend- 
ing this tomb could cordially reply, Amen; ; 
even ſo come Lord Jeſus! | 
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Þ Jan uary next will be Publ ge, 


A New Eprriox, i in Two Volumes Dupdacknc, 


Discousszs on PeasONAL RELIGION» | 


By SAMUEL STENNETT, D. P. 


1 Printed for J. Buckland, in Pater- aller Royr 3 
G. Keith, in Gracechurch-Street; W. Harris, in St, 


Paul's Church-yard ; W. Brown, the Corner of Eſſex - 


Street, Strand; R. Biſhop, near Leicefter-F ields. 
There may bs had, 


A few remaining ans one of. the former. Edition in 


Octavo. | 
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11 the Prob and ſpeedi will be publi me 


A New EDITIox, 


| Io One Volume” e Quarta, of the ſame „ as the Author's 


Bop of Nrwirr, * 


Examination of the Texts of Seripture 40575 uſe 


of by the ARMINIANS in favour of their Scheme; ; with 


Anſwers to their Arguments, not only from Scripture, 


but alſo from Reaſon and Antiquity, particularly thofe 


by Dr. WRIT EV, LIMBORCH, Vossius, &c. 
By JOHN GILL, D. D. 
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